ISLAMOPHOBIA:

ISLAMOPHOBIA
AWARENESS

In 2024/25, there were over 360,000 Muslim students in higher education,

according to HESA. [1]

Muslim students have many positive, enjoyable experiences of higher education.
However, research indicates that Islamophobia is present at UK universities, and
affects large numbers of Muslim students.

WHAT DO THE STATISTICS SAY?

Allen (2023) suggests that Muslim students are experiencing increased levels of

Islamophobia while studying at universities in the United Kingdom (UK) through
the findings of two reports. The study also presents evidence to suggest that the
incidence of microaggressions might be more widespread than the existing
scholarly literature currently seems to indicate. [2]

90%

of students
respondents use the
university prayer room
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A 2025 study conducted at Loughborough University
found that participants regularly used campus prayer
facilities to perform their daily prayers. They also
highlighted that these religious practices are an essential
part of their daily lives, with a direct positive impact on
their personal and mental wellbeing. These findings were
reinforced by a subsequent survey, in which 90% of
participants (43 out of 48 respondents) reported using the
prayer facilities available on campus. [3]
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Nearly

50%

of Muslim students
reported
sacrificing worship
for attending
classes

/
Approximately

39%

of Muslim staff
report that
Islamophobia is
normalised at their
institution

16%

report feeling

unsafe wearing
identifiably Islamic
garments

DEMONTFORT UNIVERSITY WITH AZIZ FOUNDATION, 2025

The closure of the
prayer room facility
on weekends creates
a barrier for Muslim
students wanting to

pray

~

The Prayer Room Committee at DeMontfort
University organises Ramadan Iftars (evening meals)

every year.

These iftars:

e create a sense of community for Muslim students
e enable students to break their fast on campus after

a day of fasting

e facilitate Tarawih (night prayers) on campus

Iftar funding is gathered through Lillah (donations)
from staff, alumni, and the community, and around 300
students are expected for every Iftar. Often due to a
lack of available funding, many ISOCs raise the funds

themselves in this way.

Staff took a keen
interest in the religious
practices of students,
making staff religious
literacy a common
theme

Just over

57%

of British Muslim students
mentioned pride in being
visibly Muslim through
wearing Muslim attire like
the hijab

At Loughborough University, the
Islamic Society (ISOC) strives to provide

a comfortable and inclusive space for
Muslim students to socialise, build
friendships, and network.

Create safe spaces for Muslim students | Support and empower ISOCs
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