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ISLAMOPHOBIA:

Recent data shows that Islamophobia in schools continues to be an issue across the
UK, affecting students and staff.

WHAT DO THE STATISTICS SAY?

The Islamophobia Response Unit (IRU) found that education-related cases
accounted for 18.6% of reported incidents and frequently involved restrictive
uniform policies targeting Muslim students. [1]

Their 2025 Annual Report found schools and universities introduced restrictive
policies on prayer and religious expression, often during Ramadan. [2]

A report conducted by The Better Community Business Network (BCBN)
and the University of East London, School of Psychology, looks at the
obstacles faced by young Muslims in their battle to maintain their mental
health. The report was based on 729 young Muslims and found that over
70% said bullying occurred in schools. It also found:
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EXAMPLES OF ISLAMOPHOBIA IN SCHOOLS

A secondary school student in Wales said: “l was in school in the canteen and two
girls and | were involved and they attempted to pull my hijab off. | was scared to
even go in to school [and] didn’t go for a week after it happened. The teachers didn't
care and said it was probably an accident and that the girls didn't mean to do it and
it wasn't a big deal”. [4]

The Islamophobia Response Unit (IRU) report the example of Sana* a school teacher, who
was shocked when one of her pupils called her a “bomber”. When Sana reported the
incident to the school leadership team (SLT), she was disappointed to find the SLT lacked

the urgency and concern to deal with the incident promptly and effectively. Sana’s
disappointment quickly turned into distress when she discovered that the school had no
effective procedure in place to deal with incidents of bullying by students. She
contemplated a situation where she would have to face Islamophobic bullying from
pupils on a daily basis without any formal routes to resolve the matter. [5]

*Sana is a pseudonym

Education in early years shapes attitudes in wider society, so there should be a concerted effort to
tackle Islamophobia and promote understanding and inclusion in schools.
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